
   From the Heart of the Pastor   
   The Believer and Hardening of the Heart, Pt. II  
 It is no wonder then that the Scripture beckons us to guard our hearts from which come all the issues of life, Pro 
4:23.  As the chosen, covenant people of God, believers are to heed the pressing pleas of the Holy Spirit.  This was 
God’s urgent and poignant admonition to the saints of the Old Covenant who were called to remember and to repudiate 
the unfaithfulness of their forefathers who tested the Lord at Massah and who quarreled with him at Meribah, Ps 95:8; Ex 
17:7.  Although the Lord God had made his commitment to bring them into the Promised Land very clear to them, they 
did not receive it in faith.  The Lord then forbade his people from entering into his rest because of their disobedience.  
For these terminal sins, the Lord caused them to die in the wilderness.  See Heb 4:1-5, quoting Ps 95:7-10.   
 This sad account of Israel’s unfaithfulness is also a crucial warning to New Covenant saints who are charged to 
forsake all forms of complacency by learning from the evil ways of old: “For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, 
that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud 
and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual 
Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ.  Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they 
were overthrown in the wilderness.  Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as 
they did.” 1 Cor 10:1-6.  In these verses the apostle Paul is sternly admonishing his hearers to reject all temptations and 
tendencies towards carelessness and callousness with regard to the Word of God.  They are to remember the fatal sins 
of their forefathers who, through hardening of heart, stubbornly denied God’s promises and receive the ultimate 
covenant curse. 
 Then, after commanding his hearers to flee the systemic idolatry and sexual immorality pervading Israel in general 
but particularly demonstrated in the Golden Calf incident, Ex 32:1-10, and in the promiscuous worship of Baal of Peor, 
Num 25:1-9, the apostle Paul concludes with the rigorous reminder and robust requirement that “..  These things 
happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.  
Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.  No temptation has overtaken you that is not 
common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will 
also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.”  vv. 11-13.  In other words, God’s righteous 
judgment of his people who were within the church but not of it, is to be a somber caution and solemn deterrent against 
our going astray in our hearts, Ps 95:10. 
 Lastly, while  guarding the heart is primarily the responsibility of the individual believer, it nevertheless requires 
the vigilance of the entire community of faith.  Thus the writer to the Hebrews, continuing his commentary on Ps 95, 
strenuously urges the ambivalent readers to persevere in their faith unless they suffer the consequences of unbelief justly 
administered to their forefathers: “But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called "today, “that none of you may 
be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence 
firm to the end.  As it is said, "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion." For who were 
those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by Moses?  And with whom was he provoked 
for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness?  And to whom did he swear that 
they would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? So we see that they were unable to enter because of 
unbelief.”  Heb 3:13-19. 
 Therefore, brothers, let us heed the timely words of the apostle Peter: “.. be all the more diligent to confirm your 
calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.” 2 Pe 1:10.  “Today if you hear his voice, do not 
harden your hearts.”    
  


